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Abstract:

Cancer Data Collection: Application in Service Planning 
and Evaluation
A cancer registry provides a quantitative portrait of cancer within a de�ned population. The main function of cancer 
registries is the measurement of cancer incidence, morbidity, and survival. Furthermore, a cancer registry can be 
utilized to assess environmental and behavioral risk factors, screening practices, and quality of care from prevention 
through palliation.

National Cancer Registration System
The Korea Central Cancer Registry (KCCR) is a nationwide, population-based cancer registry. The Cancer Control Act 
provides the lawful basis for cancer registration. To accurately measure nationwide incidence rates and build the 
database warehouse required to conduct basic research and cancer treatment planning, 11 population-based, 
regional cancer registry (PB-RCR) programs have participated with support from the KCCR. 

Beginning in 2002, the KCCR constructed the Korea National Cancer Incidence Database (KNCIDB) by merging the 
KCCR main database and all PB-RCR databases, data from an ad hoc medical record review survey, and the cancer 
mortality database from Statistics Korea. In 2005, the KCCR produced the �rst nationwide cancer incidence statistics 
with data acquired from 1999 to 2001. The �rst South Korean cancer incidence rate (measured 1999 to 2002 and 2003 
to 2007 via the KNCIDB) were included in Cancer Incidence in Five Continents Vol. IX and X, published by the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer in 2007 and 2013, respectively. The KCCR annually publishes the Annual 
Report of Cancer Statistics in Korea, as well as scienti�c journal articles on cancer statistics and short-term predictions. 
Korean cancer statistics can also be accessed on various Internet sites.

Supporting Cancer Control Program
Since 1996 when Korea �rst launched its Comprehensive 10-Year Plan for Cancer Control, there has been a focus on the 
importance of primary cancer prevention and screening programs.

To raise public awareness of cancer prevention, the 10 Codes of Conduct for Cancer Prevention were developed based 
on an understanding of community contexts, as well as cancer knowledge and evidence. Through the designation of 
Cancer Prevention Day (March 21, 2007), a mass media campaign, o�-line events, online public relations and 
education, and collaboration with other cancer organizations, the key messages for cancer prevention have been 
widely distributed, e�ectively raising public awareness and changing behaviors. 

The universal hepatitis B virus (HBV) vaccine program that has been in e�ect since the early 1980s has lowered the risk 
of liver cancer in Korea. Tobacco control and infection prevention have been prioritized in the action plan for cancer 
prevention. 

Cancer screening is another important area of cancer prevention. With the continuous government and National 
Cancer Center e�orts to increase participation in national cancer screening programs, screening rates for gastric, 
breast, and cervical cancer have been increased. Recently, we identi�ed a risk reduction in invasive cervical cancer and 
carcinoma in situ of the cervix due to the e�ectiveness of an organized cervical cancer screening program in Korea.
The 5-year relative survival rate (5-RSR) of patients diagnosed with cancer in the most recent period (2008 to 2012) was 
68.1% for all sites combined (59.6% in male patients and 76.6% in female patients). When compared with earlier 
periods, notable improvements in the 5-RSR were observed. The increase in survival rates may be attributable to early 
detection and improved treatments.
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